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There are three objectives for the subject of English in the year 2021-2022, which include: 1) developing students’
ability of self-directed learning for promoting learning effectiveness, 2) refining formative assessment to foster students’
self-directed learning, and 3) exposing students to different learning experiences for raising their learning interest and
developing their potentials.

Objective 1: Developing students’ self-directed learning skills for promoting learning effectiveness
Learning Circle and Collaborative Lesson Planning

To develop students’ ability of self-directed learning for promoting learning effectiveness, teachers had been
designing previewing tasks and making adaptation for the unit plans to help students develop a habit of self-directed
learning. Besides designing pre-viewing tasks, teachers also aimed to ensure that the lessons are student-centered (ie.,
high student participation rate, more teacher-student and student-student interactions and more display of students’
work and effort). Moreover, cooperative learning and effective questioning had been employed as teaching strategies
to promote teaching and learning effectiveness.

Learning Observation

Furthermore, data had been derived from the lesson observations that 100% of the teachers had applied the
teaching strategies of questioning and follow-up questioning to provide scaffoldings for students’ learning. Over 90%
of the teachers allowed students to have discussions and activities in pairs during the lessons. To enhance students’
word power, over 90% of the teachers segmented difficult vocabulary to help students understand and/or sound out
the vocabulary. During the lessons, teachers were able to employ diversified teaching strategies.

Students’ Sense of Achievement

The Dictation Reward Scheme was launched to enhance students’ sense of achievement. English teachers would
set a target mark for their classes before each dictation. Students were encouraged to score and reach the target
dictation marks for rewards. According to the students’ interview, 95% of the students liked the gifts they received from
Dictation Reward Scheme. 97% of the students would study harder for English dictation because of this scheme. As
Dictation Reward Scheme could encourage students for self-directed learning, the scheme will be continued next year.
Composition Design and Note-taking Skills

To further develop students’ self-directed learning skills, after students had completed their pre-writing task for the
composition at home, they were then asked to present and share their ideas with the class during the following lesson.
Students were also found to be able to apply different learning strategies such as note-taking in their learning. P.1-P.3
students have developed the habit of highlighting the keywords in the questions and passages. P.4-P.6 students have
also been improving in jotting notes. Some of them could draw symbols or use the process of elimination by putting
ticks or crosses while listening. More-able students could write down the words or phrases while listening.

Objective 2: Refine formative assessment to foster students’ self-directed learning
Implementation of Diversified Assessment Methods

One of the strategies to refine formative assessment is to employ diversified assessment methods. These
methods include i) assessment for learning, ii) assessment as learning and iii) assessment of learning. They are used
to analyze students’ learning performances so teachers can then use the analysis to refine lesson plans and teaching
strategies. All teachers agreed that the results from the analysis could help them understand students’ strengths and
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weaknesses. Teachers could then modify their teaching accordingly. They would follow up with students’ weaknesses
according to students’ performance in the assessments. Reading Comprehension and Basic Vocabulary Google
forms were employed as assessments for students’ learning to see if students could make progress in continuous
assessments. Besides speaking feedback forms and speaking presentation, various assessment methods had been
implemented this year. For instance, for Phonics, P.1-P.3 had phonics quizzes.
Development of Students’ Ability of Reflective Learning ‘
One way to develop students’ self-directed learning skills is to allow students to reflect on their own learning. Both >
teachers and students agreed that they could make use of IT tools and online platforms to know their own learning
progress and improve their learning.
Teachers’ Professionalism in Assessment Quality
The English team joined the QSIP program this year. Specifically, P.6 English teachers had participated in the
QSIP-CEAL program ‘Tracking Students’ Learning through Comprehensive Enhancement of Assessment Literacy’
which is organized by EDB and CUHK.
Objective 3: Exposing students to different learning experiences for raising their learning interest and
developing their potentials
Optimize the Learning Atmosphere by Strengthening the English Language Rich Environment
This year, in particularly, we had recruited students to join Drama Club and English Ambassadors to strengthen
the English Language learning environment at our school. Some students from Drama Club and English Ambassadors
had been invited and trained to record four videos for our school's Campus TV.
Arrange Project-based Learning for Students
Another way to expose our students to different learning experiences and develop their potentials is to arrange
co-curriculum activities for them to participate in both outside and at school. To minimize the risk of Covid-19 infection, \
some field trips had been cancelled. Instead, teachers had arranged in-school activities for students to enjoy their
learning. According to the students’ reflection sheets, they liked the activities very much.
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